
  
 
 

2022 Labor Day Agility Trial 
9/2—9/4 

Darryl Warren 
 

2022 Fall Obedience Trial - Nov. 5-6 
with Judges Richard Wood & Diane 

Allen. 

 

2022 Fall Agility Trial #1- Judge Kathy 
Guerra Nov 11-13 

2022 Fall Agility Trail #2 - Judge Ronda 
Bermke Nov 25-27 

 July Meeting 

Monday July 11, 2022 

Portage County Library 6:30 

 

 

Volunteers are always needed 
for all our events. It is a 
great way to meet people 
and learn how these events 

run. And what could be 
more enjoyable than a day 
spent with dog people? As 
events are posted here in 

the newsletter, please con-
sider helping the club. None 

of these activities can 
continue without your 

help! 

 

 



Thank you to Jennifer Kressin for stepping up and taking over the task of Obedience Chair for 
our November Obedience Trial. Jennifer is new to this position and she is asking us all to  

STEP UP  
and help her in any capacity. So please  

CONTACT JENNIFER  
and let her know you are willing to do what she needs to make this another successful event for 

our club.  
THANK YOU all! 

 
Jeniifer: gotgoldens86@hotmail.com 

Please take a few minutes to review our amended by-laws. These will be published in this 

newsletter and next month’s for a vote at our regular meeting of August 8. 

They can be viewed by clicking below on a page on our website: 

Timber Ridge Obedience Club of Central WI by-laws 

mailto:gotgoldens86@hotmail.com
https://trdogtraining.com/join/akc-by-laws/


Canine body language: What’s your dog saying with his paws? 

Pawing is a natural and inherent way for dogs or puppies to communicate and demand that we “focus” 
on them so they can tell us what they need. 

Pawing is one of the most vital canine communication tools. 

What does dog pawing mean? Most new, inexperienced dog owners may wonder what’s my dog saying 
with his paws. You need to understand dog is a simple language to learn.  

Once you learn it, you understand your pet communicates volumes of information using their versions of 
sign and body languages. Dogs also use facial expressions, licking, tail positions, and barking to communicate. 

Too much pawing is one of the most common complaints by dog owners. 

Weary owners, usually of new puppies or demanding and often incredibly spoiled adult dogs, complain that they are being 
shredded to ribbons by their pet’s sharp nails, and they don’t know what to do about it. 

Learn to understand pawing 

Observe your pet’s sign and canine body language. If you focus, you’ll quickly learn what your dog’s body postures mean. 
Learn canine communication to understand better what your puppy or dog is trying to tell you. 

People often wonder what pawing means and why dogs put their paws on them. The truth is, there are several reasons why our 
canine friends paw us. 

We need to recognize canine communication signals to understand so we can understand what dogs are trying to tell us. 

Dog pawing behavior is a natural and inherent way for your puppy or adult dog to get you to “focus” on them. Depending on 
how often your dog resorts to this method, it can be an acceptable or annoying habit. 

Pawing communicates, “Hey, you up there, it’s me down here. I want your attention, and I want it NOW!” 

If you continuously give your dog attention each time he puts his paws on you or digs on you, you wind up creating a behavioral 

issue. You don’t want to create a situation where your dog keeps pawing at you to get your attention. 

If your dog is insistent, avoid eye contact. You need to teach your dog that behavior is unacceptable. 

By knowing when, where, and how often to respond or ignore dog pawing behavior, you can curtail that demand before it be-
comes a problem that requires behavior modification. 

Universal canine body language 

Many dog owners wonder why does my dog give me his paw when I pet him? Many dogs do this to show their affection. 

Pawing is the universal doggie sign, “Hey you! I want to play! Do you wanna play with me?” It’s how dogs communicate with 
each other. One dog pawing another dog is a sign it’s time to play.  

Since your puppy or dog doesn’t realize that you don’t speak dog fluently, your dog will be persistent and keep pawing until 
they get any reaction from you. 

Have you ever watched puppies or dogs interact together, where one usually initiates playing, by paw-
ing the ground or pawing at the other animal? 

If the second dog is interested, they often respond by pawing. The message is now crystal clear to 
both of them, “Let the games begin!” 

It also can be a sign of submission. In simple dog language, it’s the dog’s way of letting another dog 
know, “OK, you’re the boss, and I am submissive.” 

When your dog puts his paws on you, he may be demanding attention, seeking comfort, or asking for 
forgiveness. The latter two are more likely when your dog rests his paw on you without moving it. Your 

dog is telling you, “I need some consoling and reassuring,” or “I’m sorry for what I did. Please for-
give me.” 

 

Tips train your dog to stop dog pawing 

Start by keeping your dog’s nails trimmed. While you’re working on breaking this bad habit, keeping your dog’s nails short will 
limit their ability to scratch and potentially hurt you. Keeping the nails short also is better for the long-term health of your dog’s 
feet.  

That’s especially important if you need to stop a dog from pawing at your face.  

https://dogsbestlife.com/home-page/dog-body-language/
https://dogsbestlife.com/puppies/puppy-training-101-guide/
https://dogsbestlife.com/dog-training/dog-behavior-issues/
https://dogsbestlife.com/home-page/learn-to-quickly-effectively-correct-your-dog/
https://dogsbestlife.com/home-page/dog-plays-reveals-temperment-personality/
https://dogsbestlife.com/home-page/gender-matters-with-a-second-dog/
https://dogsbestlife.com/dog-health/paw-care/
https://dogsbestlife.com/dog-health/paw-care/
https://dogsbestlife.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/pawing-scaled.jpeg
https://dogsbestlife.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/best-friend.jpeg


Once you understand what your dog is trying to say, it’s easier to formulate a plan to correct or control the behavior. 
For example, if your dog only touches you occasionally when he needs comforting, you probably don’t want to prevent 
him from doing so.  

If, however, your dog uses its paw or scratches you to get your attention, then you can work to modify that behavior.  

If your dog paws you incessantly, use a “Stop” or “No” command. 

  

Train your dog and use commands to stop bad be-
havior 

When your dog paws at you, give your dog a “No” or “Stop” command. 
Then tell your dog to sit. Once your dog is relaxed and sits calmly, give 
the dog a treat and lots of praise. You may have to do this repeatedly to 
train your dog to learn the message and break this common dog behaviv 
or, especially if your dog has been pawing you for a long time.  

Pawing also can be an example of dominant behavior. If your dog contin-
ues to paw you and ignores your commands to stop, your dog may be 
trying to boss you around. Try walking away from your dog or turning 
your back on him. Ignoring your dog will teach him that scratching you is 
unacceptable behavior. 

Again, you may need to do this several times to teach your dog scratching you won’t get the result he wants.  

Never yell at your dog or hit him. Negative attention could reinforce bad behavior, or worse, make your dog fearful 
and potentially aggressive.  

If your dog scratches at the door as a signal that he wants to go outside, you’ll have to decide whether you wish to con-
tinue using that method. If you’re going to eliminate all scratching, you can teach your dog to ring a bell to let you know 
he needs to go out. Or you could train your dog to give one short bark as an alert. Some people even install a dog 
door so their pets can go outside independently. 

Dogs that love to paw (and dig) 

Just like some people are more prone to using hand gestures when they talk, some dog breeds are more likely to use 
their paws. Some dogs wave their front paws, while others cross their front paws or look like they are putting their 
paws together in prayer. 

Dogs also tend to favor one paw over the other, just like humans do. The majority of animals are right-handers. A much 
smaller percentage are left-handers. Quite a few dogs are ambidextrous or use both paws equally. 

Breeds more likely to use their paws to communicate also more prone to digging. Dog breeds that use their paws a lot 
include boxers, dachshunds, terriers, beagles, miniature schnauzers, Siberian Huskies, Alaskan Malamutes, and Aus-
tralian shepherds.  

Bottom line 

Observe your dog’s body language. If you learn to understand dog mannerisms, you will better understand what your 
puppy or dog is trying to tell you. 

That way, you can control the action and train your dog to stop excessive pawing before it becomes a severe behavior-
al problem. 

Your dog will be impressed when you become as bilingual as you expect them to be. 

Karen A. Soukiasian is the owner of Good Dog! — Dog Training in St. Augustine, Florida. You can follow Ka-
ren on Facebook. 

 

https://dogsbestlife.com/home-page/essential-dog-commands/
https://dogsbestlife.com/home-page/buy-dog-treats/
https://dogsbestlife.com/home-page/yelling-at-your-dog/
https://dogsbestlife.com/dog-training/aggressive-puppy-warning-signs/
https://dogsbestlife.com/dog-health/dog-door/
https://www.thedogclinic.com/dog-doors
https://dogsbestlife.com/home-page/does-your-dog-favor-her-left-or-right-paw/
https://dogsbestlife.com/dog-breeds/jack-russell-terrier/
https://dogsbestlife.com/dog-training/dog-body-language-styles/
https://dogsbestlife.com/home-page/dog-manners/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/GOOD-DOG-DOG-TRAINING/95917282486


 

 

Yahtzee earned his Ufli flyball title 
TFE-lll in June.  

 
Amy Sjomeling 

Flynn(Gnd.  CH.  Ch. Kinderteckel’s Hollywood 
Handsome BN PCD CD RI RE  

completed his new title of BCat at the Paper Cit-
ies Fast Cat trial held at Elderon in June.  

 
Flynn is owned and loved by Andi Baltes 



New UKC Seasoned hunting title for Tallie:   
HR Ariell’s Tillandsia on Air UD OM1 SH WCX 

 
B/O/H:  Ellen Hardin 



 

 
 

     TIMBER RIDGE OBEDIENCE CLUB OF CENTRAL WISCONSIN, INC. 
                                          MEETING MINUTES 
                                                 June 13, 2022   
                                     Iverson Park, Stevens Point 
 
Meeting was called to order at 6:37 pm by President Laurie Bandy 
Members in attendance: Lisa Huber, Janet Smith, Kathy Schuh, Sherry Salzman-Scott, Dana Nelson, 
Laurie Bandy, Rose Gottung, Jocelyn Reid, Kayla Summerville, Jared Redfield, Linda Redfield, Connie 
Wood, and Shelly Plucker.  
Addendum to the April 11, 2022 Meeting Minutes: Shirley La Barge was in attendance as a member not 
a guest.  
Minutes of the last meeting - motion to dispense with reading - passed. 
Treasurer's Report - approved, subject to audit. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Website – Jona Decker - no updates 
2023 Spring Obedience Trial - Chair Cindy Bohnert  
2023 Tracking Trial  
2023 Spring Agility Trial  
2023 May Agility Trial 
2023 Spring Fast CAT - Rose is waiting on a response re: available dates 
2023 Fall Obedience trial – Judge Fred Buroff 
2022 Labor Day Agility trial - Chair Linda Redfield & Judge Daryl Warren.  
2022 Fall Obedience Trial - Chair Jennifer Kressin & Judges Richard Wood & Diane Allen on Nov. 5-6 
2022 Fall Agility Trial #1- Chair Linda Redfield & Judge Kathy Guerra, Nov. 11-13 
2022 Fall Agility Trail #2 - Chair Laurie Bandy & Judge Ronda Bermke, Nov. 25-27 
 
Old Business:   
UKC - Jen Proud/Kayla Summerville – will report at July meeting 
Updated Club By- Laws: returned by the AKC - will be published in the July &  August newsletters for 

members to review prior to voting on August 8, 2022. 
Welcome Letter was approved by the Board & will be sent to all new members. 
 
New Business: 
1.  Timber Shares – There is interest in revisiting this member benefit in a new format. A committee of 
Shelly Plucker, Dana Nelson & Jocelyn Reid will address this issue.  
2.  Sherry Salzman-Scott is looking into applying to the AKC for licensing for TR to hold scent work tri-
als.  
3.  Lisa Huber will organize an Agility Run Through in October & in December – any & all help would be 
appreciated. Looking at a Sat. or Sun. afternoon from 12-3 pm. 
 
Guests- Sara Zoller, and Matt Hutchison was voted in as a new member. 
 
Adjournment at 7:06 pm   
Next Meeting: Monday, July 11 at Iverson Park, Stevens Point 
 
 
 
 



Please Note: Newsletter Deadlines: 
Please submit all brags, articles, or information you would like in the 
newsletters by the last of each month. 

All photos should be cropped and edited as you would like to see 
them and in  a .jpeg or .gif format. 

Thank you!!         Barb Crowther 

June 2022 Treasurer’s report  

    

Opening balance checking account 1,553.80  

    

 Deposit 140.00 April fun runs  

 Dana Nelson -200.00 AKC applications Nov obed. 

 IRS -342.75 IRS estimated 2022 pmt 

 Deposit 30.00 Matt Hutchison dues 

    

TOTAL  1,181.05  

    

    

    

    

Savings Balance 19,772.43   

Balance CDs 8,571.00   

Total Assets 29,524.48   

    

    

Pineries – CDs 2,755.08   

 2,803.77   

 3,012.15   

Total 8,571.00   



 

TRDTC Officers and Contacts 2020 

  Term Until 

President: Laurie Bandy laurie@campbandy.com 1/31/2024 

Vice President:  

Jared Redfield 

 

Jared@redfieldlaw.com 

1/31/2024 

Treasurer: Ann Hanson alhanson1@gmail.com 1/31/2024 

Secretary: Lisa Huber lhuber250@hotmail.com  1/31/2024 

Board Members: 

    Rose Gottung 

    Dana Nelson 

    Kathy Schuh 

    Sherry Salzman-Scott 

 

rosesbeagles10@gmail.com  

rdjjj@charter.net  

kschuh@charter.net  

s,salzman@froniter.com 

 

       1/31/2024 

       1/31/2024 

       1/31/2023 

      1/31/2023 

Newsletter: Barb Crowther threeboyseh@hotmail.com  

Club Website http://www.trdogtraining.com  

TIMBER RIDGE SUNDAYS AT CAMP BANDY 

GUIDELINES: 

1. Please gate off the section you are working on during separate skills 

2. Please ask if the person is done using the equipment before you start working your dog 

3. Please have gating across the front while running full course agility 

4. Please have dogs on leash while entering and exiting the building 

NEW TIMES FOR TRAINING! 

11AM—2PM 

First Sunday –Obedience Training will be First 

Second Sunday—Agility Training will be First 

mailto:laurie@campbandy.com
mailto:jared@redfieldlaw.com
mailto:malhanson1@gmail.com
mailto:lhuber250@hotmail.com
mailto:rosesbeagles10@gmail.com
mailto:rdjjj@charter.net
mailto:kschuh@charter.net
mailto:s.salzman@frontier.com
mailto:threeboyseh@hotmail.com
http://www.trdogtraining.com

