April Meeting

Our April meeting has been canceled.

Our April and May agility trials
have been canceled

2020 Fall Obedience Trial

Judges Karen Anderson and
Louise Botko
2020 Nov Agility Trial #2 Judge
Rhonda Bernke

We still do not have a Chairperson for our Fall Tracking test.
Judges need to be secured
and location reserved. If one
of our members does not volunteer for this position, we
will have to forfeit this event.
Please consider helping out.
Contact:
Barb Crowther at
threeboyseh@hotmail.com
Or
Laurie Bandy at
laurie@campbandy.com

AWARDS PIZZA PARTY!
Our awards party will be postponed until further notice due to the safer at home
- Jenny Laporte

Looking for Agility Premium information for our Timber Ridge trials? All the premium
lists can be found at Lorah Marquardt’s NEW website. Check it out!

https://bluestemk9.wixsite.com/bluestemagility
Lorah Marquardt

If you are looking for something to do to keep you, your dogs and your children busy while we are all in our
homes, consider this: AKC Trick Dog Titles! Simply submit a video to an evaluator to test on any level.
This would be fun! I have a couple that I may just work on!
Click HERE to learn more about it!

We’ve been doing daily family walks.
– Laurie Bandy

A smile from Charley to
brighten your day!
Jared Redfield

Ice? What ice? Come on in! The water’s
fine!
-Barb Crowther’s 4 nutty Water Dogs…..

By Dana Nelson

Finding Joy?

Many may think that it is nearly impossible right now to find joy in anything. Times right now
are tough, there are so many uncertainties, fears – very real ones – and a lot of time to think.
One definition of joy, I found was: “a feeling of great pleasure and happiness.” It is hard right
now to focus on that; some how it doesn’t feel right. Dogs help us through these times, no
doubt. But are they brining us joy? I have had several days lately where I have felt overwhelmed by the current pandemic and even more so by information overload whether that may
be at work or the media – social media included! Then something happened. Chip turned 11
months old on March 26. I spent my time prior to March 26 continuing with our regular routine
of training – although now, of course, everything was at home. Even though I was training, in
the back of my mind I was grieving the loss of his opportunity to be entered in the Futurity
class at our Nationals, grieving all the cancellation of shows and opportunities, grieving that I
was missing out on valuable time training with my training partners and thinking I may screw
up my dog so badly I’ll never be allowed to own another one. OK, that last one is an exaggeration, BUT it is easy to let our minds go there, isn’t it?! I realized I was going through my routines because they bring me a sense of normality – but not joy.
March 26, I decided to start finding joy in my opportunities with
Chip. I took a fun picture, because it reminds me of the cool photos that my friend Lisa Kelly takes of her dogs. Even though I
had just vowed to myself that I was going to stay off Facebook, I
posted it. Receiving positive feedback from friends who are also
missing similar opportunities brought me a sincere heart-felt
warmth from their friendship – we are in this together. Since
March 26 I have had a better plan with my training, better time
spent with all my dogs. I pulled out a few books and magazines
that I have sitting on the shelf and started rereading parts of
them. I have been watching video clips of people whose skills I
admire and appreciate. I ordered a set of articles from a friend
who now has some time to make them. I am getting “great pleasure and happiness” from my dog – JOY! Don’t misunderstand,
my dogs always bring me comfort, unconditional love, peace –
but I lost the joy of training amongst the pandemic.
I believe that all who know me, know that I am in no way making light of the pandemic, nor am I
in anyway trying to minimize the very real fears and concerns of anyone. I am simply sharing
what has been on my heart since March 26. Our dogs bring us SO much happiness. I want to
encourage all of us to take time to find the joy in our dogs and the opportunities that we can
have with them.
Take care – Chip and I look forward to training IN PERSON with all of you in the future!!

Thanks to my friend Giene Keyes for sharing these ideas to keep us and our dogs busy for the next while.

Safer at Home Canine Enrichment Ideas!
Many of us are at home with our dogs during our "safer at home" time. We may be having moments where we are happy to have this quality time home with our beloved furry pals, and we
may also have moments of frustration, sadness, confusion... I can only imagine that I'm not the
only one feeling a range of emotions. But then I glance down and see one of my dogs at my feet one lying beside me, and two quietly sitting on the floor playing with toys. I really do have to
soak in these moments of calm and quiet (before my kids have woken up!).
So, as I'm sitting here with my dogs, I want to come up with things that will help keep them happy and occupied, because I think we are all most content when we are getting the things we
need. Our dogs too! I'm not talking about the necessities, I'm taking about our mental and physical needs - Attention, mental stimulation, physical exercise.. ENRICHMENT. Good for the brain
and soul!
The more you think about what you can do for your dog and with your dog, the happier you both
will be! It all trickles down. Also, when you do more things with your dog, you feel great and your
dog feels great. Your dog will look to you more for positive engagement. They won't be doing
"naughty" things to get your attention (getting into the trash, taking off with the kitchen towel,
barking at seemingly nothing out the front window).
Here are some fun enrichment ideas that you can do with your dog. When you read this, I hope it
also inspires you to be creative! If you think of more fun, positive ideas, please let me know! We
can keep adding to our list!
Snuffle Mats/Balls
Have you seen these? They are GREAT for dogs! They are essentially
woven mats or balls made from strips of fleece. You sprinkle dogs treats,
or your dogs kibble, in the mat, and your dog needs to "snuffle" it out!
Rather than just pouring their food in a bowl and letting them eat out of
it (how boring is that?!). They have to work for their food. They use their
great sniffer and their snout to figure out where the treats are. Since
they are also using their brains, they are a bit more tired out when they
have found all of the treats! Click here for a great link to make our own
homemade Snuffle Mat.
Puzzles

There are about a gazillion puzzles that you can buy for
your dogs at the pet stores or online. Cool ones where
your dog must move wooden or plastic pieces around to
find the treat. Sometimes they'll nudge with their nose,
sometimes paw and scratch. Really fun for them, and
fun to watch! You can also make homemade puzzles if
you don't have a store-bought one handy. Muffin tins
covered with tennis balls, so they must remove the tennis balls in order to get the treats. Cardboard boxes with
treats hidden inside. Hiding a treat under a small rug...
There are a ton of ways you can create puzzles at home!
This is another great way to feed your dog his meal, or
give him something to do when he's bored and you're
trying to get a little computer work done!

The 'ol Stuffed Kong Trick
This one has been around for a while. Most of us have a Kong (or seven) at home. They're great
chew toys, but also fun because you can stuff them with yummy treats! One of my favorite
things to do is to freeze the Kongs, especially on warm days! You can put almost anything in the
Kong - (non-sugared) applesauce, plain yogurt, a little cream cheese, peanut butter (be sure to
read the ingredients when using "human" food to make sure it doesn't have anything that may
be toxic to dogs). After I put in one of those, I'll add in a handful of treats, then cover the top
and shake it! Stick it in a baggie and put it in the freezer for a few hours. The treats get frozen
in the "sauce". This is also great to put in the freezer at night, so when you're ready to walk out
the door in the morning you can pop it in your dog’s crate. Keeps 'em busy for a while!
Get some fresh air!
Go out for a walk with your dog. The weather's great! Okay, even if it's not so great, I bet you'll
feel really good once you've done it. Even if you get wet, or cold, think about how you feel when
you get back from your walk - I bet you feel more energized, right? Glad you did it? I'm sure
your dog is glad you did too! Of course, when you go on your walk, you'll want your dog to walk
nicely at your side (that's a whole different blog, ha!), but remember to let your dog be a dog
too! When I walk my dogs in town, I have an "every other" rule for myself. I will ask them to
walk nicely at my side for one block, and then the next block I will give them the whole leash
and let them sniff around as much as they want to! They are getting so much information and
joy from sniffing around! Make sure that you are very clear as to when they have to "heel" vs.
"free". I usually do a SIT between the two. So, it would look like this: Sit, Heel. Then when you
get to the next block: Sit, Free! This way they don't assume that they can decide when they are
going to stop walking at your side.
Cabin Fever?
There are many places that allow well-mannered dogs.
Home Depot is one! Once it's safer to go outside, take your
dog for an outing! Bring your high-value treats and go on
an adventure! It's great to be able to take your dog on errands with you, and you can use this as a little socialization/training time! Work on your "heeling", attention, distractions. Boy, there are a ton of different things you could
do with your dog just on this one trip!!
Crate Games
Have you heard of Susan Garrett? She has a whole series
on Crate Games! These games can help build selfconfidence, control and motivation.
https://dogsthat.com/crate-games-2/
DIY Obstacle Court
If you've seen or have done agility with your dog, you know what fun they have running and
weaving and climbing! Use what you have! You can make one outside, weaving through cones,
around trees, through your legs. Teaching your dog to run past you onto a mat or blanket. My
son has made many different obstacle courses in our front room. Some even complete with doggy "forts" to be used as tunnels!
Give your dog a place to dig!
Most dogs love to dig, but we don't really want our yards to be torn apart! Give them their own
little sandbox to dig in! You can make it even more fun by hiding biscuits in the sand. Teach
them to "find it" and watch them go to town! I do this with my potbellied pigs. They love to root
and dig, so I pop treats in the holes and cover them up. They get a delicious surprise!
There is an endless amount of enrichment ideas you can do with your dog! Does your dog have
any favorites? Let me know, I'd love to hear from you!

--Giene Keyes
Giene Keyes Canine Coach Group

Broken Wing's Makin' A Statement TKN - "Banksy" (Lancashire Heeler) and
ResQ's Hunt For Red October RI TKN RATCH - "Ping" (Belgian Malinois) earned
their AKC Trickdog Novice titles under evaluator Donna Nisleit on 3.28.20 thanks
to the video submission process for trickdog submissions.
Jona Decker

Yahtzee earned his "Top Flight Executive Level 1" title in Ufli flyball
on Feb 16, 2020
- Amy Sjomeling

Butter, GCh Clussexx Peanut Butter and Jealous CDX TD RE SH NAP BCAT RATS,
earned the Clumber spaniel Club of America "Companion Award" in 2019. This
award is earned by having three qualifying scores in obedience and three qualifying
scores in agility in one calendar year. As simple as this sounds, she is the FIRST Clumber
to receive this award! I have to thank Laurie Bandy for coaching us in agility, we couldn't
have done it without her!
- Cherilyn Hoerman

Please Note: Newsletter Deadlines:
Please submit all brags, articles, or information you would like in the
newsletters by the last of each month.
All photos should be cropped and edited as you would like to see
them and in a .jpeg or .gif format.
Thank you!!

Barb Crowther

TIMBER RIDGE OBEDIENCE CLUB OF CENTRAL WISCONSIN, INC
Combined Board and Membership Meeting Portage County Public Library, Stevens Point March 9, 2020
Members Present: Laurie Bandy, Dana Nelson, Phyllis Christensen, Connie Wood, Jared Redfield, Linda Redfield, Mary Ann Ralston, Kathy
Schuh, Lisa Huber, Ann Hanson, Amy Sjomeling, Dave Cattanach.
Members Present via Zoom at Northern Location: Jona Decker, Jenny LaPorte, Rose Gottung, Mary LaPorte
Guests Present for their 1st Meeting: Kayla Summerville and Jen Proud Meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by club president Laurie
Bandy.
Treasurer’s Report given by Treasurer, Ann Hanson who specifically commented that the Obedience Trial and the Agility Run-Thrus had
made money. Kathy Schuh made motion to accept Treasurer's report, Dana Nelson seconded, membership voted and motion carried.
After some discussion, Phyllis Christensen made a motion that beginning in April we resume Camp Bandy training times in the same
manner it was conducted in 2019, being monitored monthly to make sure the club can afford it. Seconded by Dana Nelson. Voted and
unanimously approved by the membership. The concern is that we do not have reliable income, so it will need to be closely monitored.
Committee Reports:
1, Website-Jona Decker,-working on password issue
Classes-none at this time, insurance doesn’t allow it
Awards-will be given at our Awards Dinner next month
Barn Hunt Fun Day-Apr 11, 2020, Cindy Feurentstein
Agility Trial-Apr 24-26, 20202, Jane Zank-Ann Rudd
Agility Trial- May 1-3, 2020-Laurie Bandy-Sionag Black
May 23-24, 2020-Updog Disc Event-Amy Sjomeling-entries are coming in
Spring FAST CAT/CAT-Cindy sent a couple location suggestions to Laurie Bandy, who will be looking at them.
Aug 28-30, 2020 Agility Trial-Linda Redfield-Terry Elger
2020 Fun Day-Lisa Huber-tentative date Aug 1st,possible option in October
Fall FAST CAT/Cat- Cindy Feurenstein
2020 Tracking Test-NEED A CHAIR TO HOLD THE EVENT
Oct 31-Nov 1, 2020 Obedience Trial-Dana Nelson--Karen Anderson and Louise Botko
Nov 6-8, 2020 Agility Trial-Linda Redfield-Sionag Black
Noc 20-22, 2020 Agility Trial-Laurie Bandy-Ronda Bermke
2121 Spring Obedience Trial--NEED A CHAIR
Old Business:
1.Fun Day-Lisa Huber was discussed, possible date of Aug 1st or a date in October to be chosen
New Business:
1.Awards dinner April 8th at The Bar at 6:00 for drinks, dinner at 6:30, with meeting and awards to follow. Dinner is order for yourself and
pay for yourself again this year.
Guests/New Members-Kayla Summerville and Jen Proud attended their first meeting. Hospitality--thank you Dana Nelson for sharing with
us tonight
Next month is the awards dinner-Apr. 8th, The Bar, Rothschild May meeting at the library—Rose Gottung
Meeting was Adjourned at 7:07 PM by President Laurie Bandy Brags were given

Respectfully Submitted by Secretary, Amy Sjomeling

March 2020 Treasurer’s Report

Opening balance checking account
03/09/20 Amy Sjomeling

13,804.01
-371.00 ribbons for Updog event

13,433.01

Savings Balance
Balance CDs
Total Assets
Pineries - CD

407.10
5,499.35
19,339.46
2729.21
2770.14

TRDTC Officers and Contacts 2020
Term Until

President: Laurie Bandy

1/31/2022

laurie@campbandy.com

Vice President:

1/31/2022

Jared Redfield
Treasurer: Ann Hanson

Jared@redfieldlaw.com
alhanson1@gmail.com

1/31/2021

Secretary: Amy Sjomeling

aslvlabs@gmail.com

1/31/2021

Board Members:
Rose Guttung
Mary Ann Ralston
Dana Nelson
Kathy Schuh
Newsletter: Barb Crowther

rosesbeagles10@gmail.com
foxfyre@live.com
rdjjj@charter.net
kschuh@charter.net

Club Website

http://www.trdogtraining.com

1/31/2022
1/31/2021
1/31/2022

threeboyseh@hotmail.com

TIMBER RIDGE SUNDAYS AT CAMP BANDY
GUIDELINES:
1. Please gate off the section you are working on during separate skills
2. Please ask if the person is done using the equipment before you start working your dog
3. Please have gating across the front while running full course agility

4. Please have dogs on leash while entering and exiting the building

830-11:30 AM

4:00-7:00 PM

8:30-10:00 AM

4:00-5:30 PM

Obedience, Agility, Flyball
(Separate Skills)
10:00 - 11:30 AM
Agility, Full Courses

Agility, Full Courses
5:30-7:00 PM
Obedience, Agility, Flyball
(Separate Skills)

2020
dates subject to change if there is an event at Camp Bandy

830-11:30 AM
No dates scheduled for
2020 yet

4:00-7:00 PM
No dates scheduled
for 2020 yet

